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Cleveland Ballet’s Don Quixote World Premiere Opens October
15th at Mimi Ohio Theatre
2021-22 Season Debut Kicks Off with Dazzling New Set, Lighting, and Costumes
Cleveland, OH- Cleveland Ballet opens their 7th season October 15th and 16th at
7:00PM at Playhouse Square’s Mimi Ohio Theatre with the love story Don Quixote,
based upon Miguel de Cervantes’ enduring novel. Audiences will experience an
energetic, new production by Cleveland Ballet’s Co-Founder and Artistic Director
Gladisa Guadalupe, after original choreography by Marius Petipa, showcasing a
culturally diverse group of dancers from the 28-member company. The stunning
production of Don Quixote is set to the magnificent score of Léon Minkus.
Accompanying Cleveland Ballet is Alexandra Preucil, international star violinist and
current member of the world-renowned Mahler Chamber Orchestra in Germany. The
Austria-based musician will join the dancers on stage to perform segments of the iconic
gypsy scene.
The first act opens with a newly designed village scene set in the town of La Mancha,
Spain, by award-winning production, scenic, and theatrical designer Jeff McLaughlin.
Further transporting audiences back in time is dazzling new lighting by the Ballet’s
resident lighting designer, Dennis Dugan. Cleveland Ballet dancers will be featured in
splendid new costumes, designed by Cleveland Ballet’s own design team exclusively for
the new production.
Commenting on the production, Guadalupe says her interpretation of Don Quixote’s
story is more relatable as it has been traditionally presented. “In my view, we all have a
little Don Quixote in all of us – dreams that once seemed wild and unattainable,
challenges that once seemed daunting or insurmountable,” she says. “Ultimately, it is
how we overcome these obstacles and work to attain our dreams that define the person
we become.”
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“We are thrilled to return to the stage at our Playhouse Square home after being unable
to perform in-theater due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We are excited to present to live
audiences our company of world-class dancers in this new production.” Says
Co- Founder, President & CEO Michael Krasnyansky.
For ticket information and the latest Covid-19 protocols please visit
www.playhousesquare.org.

####

ABOUT CLEVELAND BALLET: From the fascinating history of dance in Cleveland starting at
the beginning of the 20th century, Dr. Michael Krasnyansky, a successful Russian businessman
who settled in the Cleveland area, and his wife Gladisa Guadalupe, a wonderful dancer originally
from Puerto Rico, have made their mission to build on the vision and business acumen of Adella
Prentiss and impresario Giacomo Bernardi. Prentiss and Bernardi were instrumental in the
development of Cleveland’s dance audience. They were responsible for bringing one of the
world’s foremost ballerinas of the 20th century, Anna Pavlova, as well as the internationally
famous Diaghilev Ballets Russes which performed in this city during their first U.S. tour. Today
and under their artistic vision, business expertise and leadership Dr. Krasnyansky and Ms.
Guadalupe has established the city’s resident ballet company, Cleveland Ballet, successfully
filling the void of classical and contemporary ballet. Please see
https://case.edu/ech/articles/c/cleveland-ballet and https://case.edu/ech/articles/d/dance for more
information.
23020 MILES ROAD, CLEVELAND, OH 44128 • PHONE: 216-320-9000
FAX: 216-438-7661 • WWW.CLEVELANDBALLET.ORG

